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have trots, you'll know." And then in the Cheese voice: "CAN WE LISTEN TO THE BOOK TALK IN YOUR ROOM?".At first, he couldn't gather the nerve to return to the

kitchen. He was crazily certain that in his absence, the dead detective would have risen and would be waiting for him..His first word after mama was papa, which she taught

him while showing him pictures of Joey. His third word: pie..Harrison was a Baptist, Vanadium a Catholic, and although they approached the same faith from different

angles, they weren't coming to it from different planets, which was the feeling Vanadium had been left with following their conversation. It was true that Enoch Cain could

never be brought successfully to trial for the rape of Phimie, subsequent to her death and in the absence of her testimony. And it was also uncomfortably true that exploring

the possibility that Cain was the rapist would tear open the wounds in the hearts of everyone in the White family, to no useful effect. Nevertheless, to rely on divine justice

alone seemed naive, if not morally questionable.."If Phimie wasn't here," Celestina said, "and then she came back, she was somewhere during that minute, wasn't

she?"."No pie!" Agnes agreed. She parenthesized his head with her hands and punctuated his sweet face with kisses..Reaching between the slats, Agnes tickled the pink

piggies on his left foot. "Toes.".Junior was less surprised by his sudden assault on Victoria than by the failure of the bottle to break. He was, after all, a new man since his

decision on the fire tower, a man of action, who did what was necessary. But the bottle was glass, and he swung forcefully, hard enough that it smacked her forehead with a

sound like a mallet cracking against a croquet ball, hard enough to put her out in an instant, maybe even hard enough to kill her, yet the Merlot remained ready to drink..All

these punctures in the wall. Gouges. Slashes. So much rage required to make them..Agnes had lifted him to this perch. Now she smoothed his hair, straightened his shirt,

and retied his loosened shoelaces, finding it even harder than she had expected to say what needed to be said. She thought she might require Dr. Chan's presence, after

all..The glittering room appeared unchanged. Even the piano player seemed to be the man who'd been at the keyboard back then, though his yellow-rose boutonniere and

probably his tuxedo, as well, were new.."It's what?" asked the detective, for with the exception of his teeth, he was not a self-improved individual..He almost laughed at

himself, but he recalled the disconcerting laugh that earlier had trilled from him in the men's room, when he'd thought about stuffing Neddy Gnathic into the toilet. Now he

pinched his tongue between his teeth almost hard enough to draw blood, hoping to prevent that brittle and mirthless sound from escaping him again.."You're one to talk,"

Celestina said. "Who was it told us they were sitting hand in hand on the front-porch swing.".Not a word of that would come to Paul, but his frustrating speechlessness might

have been for the best. From everything he knew about this hero, such effusive praise would embarrass him.."I can do this with just a very little Novocain," she said, "so

your mouth won't be numb for dinner.".The apartment above Elena's Fashions could be reached by a set of exterior stairs at the back of the building. The climb had never

before taxed Agnes in the least, but now it took away her breath and left her legs trembling by the time she reached the top landing..Jacob was hiding something. Until he

had spoken of Josef Krepp, his every response had been formed as a question, which had always been his preferred method of avoidance when conversation involved a

subject that made him uncomfortable..He knew the titles that he wanted: "Tunnel in the Sky, Between Planets, Starman Jones. ".He had not heard the lawman rising up with

malevolent intent, as he had imagined. The body had simply rolled off the backseat onto the floor during the too-sharp 180-degree turn..Nevertheless, his sense of violation

grew as he paced these now songless rooms, mystified and frustrated. On April 19, the unmanned Surveyor 3, after landing on the lunar surface, began transmitting photos

to Earth, and when Junior stepped out of his morning shower, he again heard the eerie singing, which seemed to arise from a place more distant, more alien, than the

moon.."They've gone to bed. They're tired," Wally told her as he put the car in gear and released the hand brake. "Aren't you?".His precious wife had fallen from the tower

and died only hours before this girl was born. This girl ... this vessel..When the sound-suppressor was properly attached to the pistol, Junior Cain leaned closer to the girl,

peered into her eyes, and whispered, "Naomi, are you in there?" Near the top of the stairs, Barty thought he heard voices in his bedroom. Soft and indistinct. When he

stopped to listen, the voices fell silent, or maybe he only imagined them..According to Helen, more than half the paintings had been sold by the close of the reception, a

record for the gallery. With the exhibition scheduled to run two fall weeks, she was confident that they would enjoy a sellout or the next thing to it..For Agnes and Barty, one

stop remained, where some of the joy of Christmas would always be buried with the husband that she still missed every day and the father that he would never

know..Maybe his pursuit of the matter sprang from mere curiosity, the desire to discover what a child of his might look like; however, if something else lay behind his

interest, the motivation would not be benign. Whatever Cain's intentions, he would prove to be at least an annoyance to Celestina and the little girl-and possibly a

danger.."We've mapped three routes to the top," Angel said, "and each offers different challenges. Barty's eventually going to climb all of them, but he's starting with the

hardest.".He felt lightheaded again. But this time he knew why. Not an oncoming case of the flu. He was straining against the cocoon of his life to date, straining to be born

in a new and better form. He had been a pupa, encased in a chrysalis of fear and confusion, but now he was an imago, a fully evolved butterfly, because he had used the

power of his beautiful rage to improve himself. When Bartholomew was dead, Junior Cain would at last spread his wings and fly..His previous plan to create a tableau-butter

on the floor, open oven door-to portray Victoria's death as an accident was no longer adequate. A new strategy was required.."I'll teach her," Wally said, moving past them

to the apartment door, fishing a ring of keys out of his coat pocket..AFTER THE ENCOUNTER with the quarter-spitting vending machines, Junior wanted to kill another

Bartholomew, any Bartholomew, even if he had to drive to some far suburb like Terra Linda to do it, even if he had to drive farther and stay overnight in a Holiday ay Inn an

eat steam-table food off a buffet crawling with other diners' cold germs and garnished with their loose hairs.."One of the four legs of the tower is dangerously fractured

where it's seated into the underlying foundation caisson-".Yes, she did, she had one, but not much of one, and compared to the McIntosh in Google's throat, this was just a

bitty crab apple, easy to overlook, not excessive for a woman..In August, he developed an interest in meditation. He began with concentrative meditation-the form called

meditation "with seed"--in which you must close your eyes, mentally focus on a visualized object, and clear your mind of all else..In July, she went for a walk on the shore

with Paul Damascus, expecting to do a little beachcombing, to watch the comical scurrying crabs. Somewhere between the seashells and the crustaceans, however, he
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asked her if she could ever love him..than the crows. Tumbled on the grass, in fragments: the broken trophy for the prize rose, the symbol of his sinful.The gray pewter

appeared to be mottled with a black substance. Perhaps char. As though it had been soiled in a fire..Leave the lamps burning, the door unlocked. A murderer, frantic to

vanish while the victim remained undiscovered, wouldn't be worried about the cost of electricity or about protecting against burglary.."Seems like," Vanadium agreed. "So a

man like Cain obsesses on one thing after another-sex, money, food, power, drugs, alcohol, anything that seems to give meaning to his days, but that requires no real

self-discovery or self-sacrifice. Briefly, he feels complete. However, there's no substance to what he's filled himself with, so it soon evaporates, and then he's empty

again.".Regrettably, at 2:00 A.M., February 28, waking alone in Tammy's bed, Junior sought her out and found her snacking in the kitchen. Forsaking a fork in favor of her

fingers, she was eating a.The paper towels were spotted with butter. He crumpled them and threw them in the trash..He had sworn this vow before. An argument could be

made that he had broken it..To become a physical therapist, Junior had taken more than massage classes, so he knew what hematemesis meant. Hematemesis: vomiting

of blood..They didn't mind, and down they went in a controlled descent that was nevertheless too quick for Agnes..Using a three-step folding stool, he was able to get near

enough to one of the vent plates in the living room to determine whether it might be the source of the song. just then the singing stopped.."A friend's daughter. They say she

died in a traffic accident down in San Francisco. She was even younger than Naomi.".There was a valuable lesson to be learned from the encounter with Renee Vivi: Many

things in this life are not what they first appear to be. To Junior, however, the lesson was not worth learning if he had to live with the vivid memory of his humiliation..Then

Junior saw the blood on the right cuff of Vanadium's shirt. Blood dripping from his hand, too..Caesar Zedd teaches that every experience in our lives, unto the smallest

moment and simplest act, is preserved in memory, including every witless conversation we've ever endured with the worst dullards we've met. For this reason, he wrote a

book about why we must never suffer bores and fools and about how we can be rid of them, offering hundreds of strategies for scouring them from our lives, including

homicide, which he claims to favor, though only tongue-in-cheek..During the past week, Junior had undertaken quiet background research on the prestidigitator with a

badge. The cop was unmarried. He lived alone, so this bold visit entailed no risk..Junior glimpsed Vanadium first in profile-and then, as the cop rode down and away, only

the back of his head. He hadn't seen this man in almost three years, yet he was instantly certain that this was no coincidental look-alike. Here went the filthy-scabby-monkey

spirit itself..Setting out after dark, Paul had walked south, following the coastal highway. He was accompanied by the windy rush of passing traffic, but later only by the

occasional cry of a blue heron, the whisper of a salty breeze in the shore grass, and the murmur of the surf. Without pushing himself too hard, he reached La Jolla by

dawn.."Hasn't the sheriff's department already reached a determination of accidental death?" Parkhurst asked. "They're good men, good cops, every last one of them," said

Vanadiuin, "and if they've got more pity in them than I do, that's a virtue, not a shortcoming. What could Mr. Cain have taken to make himself vomit?".If Junior had realized

that they were driving only a block and a half, he wouldn't have followed them in the Mercedes. He would have gone the rest of the way on foot. When he pulled to the curb

again, a few car lengths behind the Buick, he wondered if he had been spotted..Having gotten the new roof for them at cost, Agnes subsequently put together donations

from a dozen individuals and one church group to cover all but two hundred dollars of the outlay..The old man assumed the solemn and knowing expression of one

guarding mysteries, a sphinx without headdress and mane. "If I told you, dear lady, it wouldn't be magic anymore. Merely a trick.".Junior took one of the boxed guns, a

9-mm semiautomatic. Months would probably pass before she noticed the pistol missing from the back of her closet, and by then she wouldn't know who had taken it..As

though giving voice to her worst fear had made it come true, Agnes was seized by a contraction so painful that she cried out and clutched the paramedic's hands tightly

enough to make him wince. She felt a peculiar swelling within, then an awful looseness, pressure followed at once by release..Odder yet, the pianist had studied him with a

keen interest that was inexplicable, since they were essentially strangers. When caught staring, he'd appeared rattled, turning away quickly, eager to avoid further

contact..In the noble ruin of his face, Thomas Vanadium's smoke-gray eyes were striking, filled with a beautiful ... sorrow. Not self-pity. He clearly didn't regard himself as a

victim. This, Kathleen felt, was the sorrow of a man who had seen too much of the suffering of others, who knew the evil ways of the world. These were eyes that read you

at a glance, that shone with compassion if you deserved it, and that glared with a terrifying judgment if compassion wasn't warranted..Raised by a father to whom any form

of amusement was blasphemy, Agnes had never seen a magician perform until she was nineteen, when Joey Lampion, then her suitor, had taken her to a stage show.

Rabbits plucked out of top hats, doves conjured from sudden plumes of smoke, assistants sawn in half and mended to walk again; every illusion that had been old even in

Houdini's time was a jaw-dropping amazement to her that evening. Now she remembered a trick in which the magician had poured a pitcher of milk into a funnel fashioned

from a few pages of a newspaper, causing the milk to vanish when the funnel, still dry, was unrolled to reveal ordinary newsprint. The thrill that had quivered through her

that evening measured I on the Richter scale compared to the full 10-point sense of wonder quaking through her at the sight of Barty as dry as if he'd spent the afternoon

perched fireside..Moving around the front of the station wagon, waving at his mother, reveling in her astonishment, Barty shouted, "Not scary!.Junior realized that thick drool

oozed out of the right comer of his mouth. Shakily, he raised one hand to wipe his face..During the drive, he alternated between great gales of delighted laughter and

racking sobs wrought by pain and self-pity. The voodoo Baptist was dead, the curse broken with the death of he who had cast it. Yet Junior must endure this final

devastating plague..Shaking with a fear that had nothing to do with Junior Cain and flying bullets, or even with memories of Josef Krepp and his vile necklace, Tom

Vanadium closed the sketch pad and put it on the window seat. He opened the window, and in rushed the susurration of breeze-stirred oak leaves..He considered himself to

be a thoroughly useless man, taking up space in a world to which he contributed nothing, but he did have a talent for baking. He could take any recipe, even one from a

world-class pastry chef, and improve upon it..From childhood, Celestina was encouraged to be confident that life had meaning, and when she'd needed to share that belief

with Dr. Lipscomb as he struggled to come to terms with his experience in the operating room, she'd done so without hesitation. Strangely, however, she herself was having

difficulty absorbing these two small miracles..Rapt, frightened yet wonderstruck, Agnes leaned forward, squinting between the whisking wipers..Maintaining a brutal

strangling pressure, Junior turned his head aside, to protect his eyes. He kneed Neddy in the crotch, crunching the remaining fight out of him..Three times, the singing faded

away, but twice, just when he thought that she had finished, she began to croon again. The third time, the silence lasted.."As she comes closer to full term," said Dairies,

"she's at great risk of preeclampsia developing into full eclampsia."."You should be with your children," Agnes worried. Maria looked up. "My babies are sitted with my
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sister.".Because of his blindness and his intellectual gifts, Barty was home schooled; besides, no teacher was a match for his autodidactic skills, nor could anyone possibly

inspire in him a greater thirst for knowledge than the one with which he had been born. Angel went to this same informal classroom, and her sole fellow student was also

her teacher. They aced the periodic equivalency tests that the law required. Their constant companionship seemed to be all play, yet was filled with constant learning,

too..Yet when he put her down in the upstairs hall, she cried out for her husband--"Harry!" "-and tried to plunge once more into the narrow stairwell..She repeated this ritual

eleven more times--"For Andrew, for James, for John"--frequently glancing into the nave behind her, to be sure that she was unobserved..Paul couldn't remember when he

began to love her. Not at first sight. But before she contracted polio. Love came gradually, and by the time it flowered, its roots were deep..Second, Thomas Vanadium

received no mention: Therefore, his body hadn't been found in the lake. He still ought to be under suspicion in the Bressler case. And if new evidence cleared him of

suspicion, then his disappearance should have been mentioned, and he should have been listed as another possible victim of the Shamefaced Slayer, the Bandaged

Butcher, as the tabloids had dubbed Junior..Atop the dead woman, Vanadium's leather ID holder ignited. The identification card would bum, but the badge was not likely to

melt. The police would also identify the revolver..Although the ace of hearts had only positive meanings, and although, according to Maria, multiple appearances, especially

in sequence, meant increasingly positive things, a series of chills nevertheless riffled through Agnes's spine, as if her vertebrae were fingers shuffling..If Agnes knew that

Jacob had been helping her game, she might never play cards with him again. She would not approve of what he had done. Consequently, his great skill as a card

mechanic must be forever his secret..The bright side was easy to see. If Vanadium's reputation among other cops and among prosecutors was that of a paranoid, a pathetic

a after phantom perpetrators, his unsupported belief that Naomi.Turning in Celestina's lap, Angel said, "Smell," and held the index finger of her right hand under her

mother's nose..Junior was vigilant. He took note of all those who approached the piano, whether they dropped money in the fishbowl or not..So runs the water away..WHEN

A GLASS OF chilled apple juice at dawn stayed on his stomach, Junior Cain was allowed a second glass, though he was admonished He was also given three

saltines..Edom and Jacob Isaacson were her older brothers, who lived in two small apartments above the four-car garage at the back of the property..Shortly before ten

o'clock, Junior returned to the cemetery and left his Suburban where the Negro mourners had parked earlier in the day. His was the only vehicle on the service road.
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