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manners.".Bernard's expression was grave and distant. "The radiation blast from an antimatter drive would blow a hole through a continent of any planet that happened to
be nearby if the ship was pointing the wrong way when started up," he whispered half to himself. "It's been up there in orbit, right under our noses all the time. They've got
the biggest radiation projector anybody ever dreamed of-right there, riding out in space with the Mayflower II. They put kids and comic robots on it, and we never even
noticed it.".They are here to kick ass..LOOKING MORE LIKE herself in the skirt and sweater that Jean had given her, Celia sat at the dining table in the Fallowses' living
room, clasping a cup of strong, black coffee in both hands. She was pale and drawn, and had said little since her arrival with Colman forty minutes earlier at the rear
entrance downstairs. The maglev into Franklin was not running and the Cordova Village terminal was closed down, but the tunnel system beneath the complex had
provided an inconspicuous means of approach; Colman hadn't wanted to draw any undue attention by landing an Army personnel carrier on the lawn..mother
anywhere."."Eating that stuff right before bed," Noah told him, "you're sure to have sweet dreams.".fantasy and fairy lore, though always a benign version: a kindly troll or
perhaps a good-hearted kobold.Pernak waited for a moment longer, then put down his fork and leaned across the table. "On Chiron, wealth is competence!" he said.
"Haven't you noticed--they work hard, and whatever they do, they do as well as they know how--and they try to get better all the time. It doesn't matter so much what they
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do as long as it's good. And everybody appreciates it. That's their currency--recognition, as you said . . . recognition of competence." He shrugged and spread his hands.
"And it makes a lot of sense. You just told us that's what everyone wants anyway. Well, Chironians pay it direct instead of indirectly through symbols. Why make life
complicated?".IN A FAINT and inconstant breeze, waves stir through the lush meadow. At this lonely hour, in this." 'Strange lights in the sky,' " Micky quoted, " 'pale green
levitation beams that suck you right out of your."He wouldn't believe us:' Lechat said bleakly. "It sounds like the first bluff anyone would try."."Oh, Jay, don't be silly. Come
on now--tell me where all this came from.".Trying to be civilized and to get along with everybody was fine as long as it could be made to work, but eventually the only thing
that made people take notice of the high-sounding words delivered across the negotiating table was the number of divisions--and warheads behind them-backing them up.
And if, when all else failed, the only way left for a nation to look after its interests was to defend them by force, then the best chance for survival lay with ' promoting the
cause totally and using every expedient that."We couldn't let him do that, could we?" Kath said to Bobby, age ten, and Susie, age eight, who were sitting with her across the
room, where they had been struggling to master the intricacies of chess. "Lurch is half the fun of coming here.".The pacifist laughed knowingly. When the waitress
approached, he waved her away. Then he produced."This planet has escaped such a fate until now, but its population will grow. It has a chance to profit from what Earth
has- learned, and to plant the seeds of a strong, urnfl'e4 and unshakable order now, before the diseases of disunity have had a chance to germinate and become virulent.
The same forces that are already unleashed upon Earth are only two years away from reaching Chiron in the form of the vanguard of the Eastern Asiatic Federation. In just
two years' time, your choice will be either to submit to the domination of those who would enslave this planet, or to confront them with a unified strength that would make
Chiron impregnable. Your choice is weakness or strength servility as opposed to dignity; slavery as opposed to freedom; ignominy as opposed to honor; and shame as
Opposed to pride. Weakness or strength. I offer the 1atter alternatives".companies, however, decline to pay for expensive plastic-surgery when the patient also suffers
serious.will allow a slight diminishment of his fear..without adding two half-used pieces of apple pie to the mix..smiles, but she tricked one out of it anyway. "Judging by the
men I've fallen for, ice cream beats love.Colman had been intimately involved with the work on the new drive system as the engineering project leader of a team working
under Bernard Fallows's direction. He had brought Kath and their four-year-old son Alex up to the ship to be present with him at the unveiling ceremony being held in the
main concourse of the new nose section. Many of the faces from five years back were there too, Few of them had lost contact during that time, but it was rare for so many
of them to be in the same place at the same time, except for their annual reunions. Most of I) Company had assembled for the event-Sirocco, with Shirley and their twin
daughters; Hanlon, who now instructed at the martial arts academy in Franklin, with Janet and their two children; Driscoll, who had taken a rest from his touring magic show,
one of Chiron's major entertainment attractions; Stanislau, now a computer software expert; Swyley, who directed and produced- movies, usually about the American
underworld, along with a couple of the pretty girls who seemed to surround him wherever he went;. . and there were others. Jean Fallows was heading a research project in
biochemistry at the university where Pernak still investigated "small bangs"; Marie was a biology student there too. Jay, now twenty and with a young son, had built an
old-fashioned railroad into Franklin-now a sizable and thriving city-which used full-scale steam loco
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